
Mystery - Who was the Real Mummy?  

Notes, images and references  

Intro 

In 1898 archaeologist Vicotor Loret made a discovery that would grab the world's 

attention. In Thebes (Theebs), Eygypts Valley of the Kings on the West Bank of the Nile. 

Thebes known today as Luxor, is where the mother of one of the most famous kings in 

history was found. Her child known as Tutankhamun is as famous and iconic as the 

pyramids themselves however not much is known about the women who gave birth to 

the young king. Today we ask the question who is the younger lady?  

 

Who was the Younger Lady?  

‘The Younger Lady’ is a modern nickname, given to a mummy discovered within tomb KV35 in the 

Valley of the Kings, the same valley in which the unlikely tomb of Pharaoh Tutankhamun was found. 

The mummy’s official designation is KV25YL (for younger lady) and 61072.  

She was discovered by aerologist Victor Loret in 1898, and through recent DNA tests, this mummy 
has been identified as the mother of the Tutankhamun, and the daughter of pharaoh Amenhotep III 

and Tiye.  

So, how do we know so much about her family, yet have no idea who the mother of the most 

famous pharaoh in the modern world was?  

 

Mummification and How Pharaohs were buried:  

 

To explore who The Younger Lady was, we are going to give a brief overview of the mummification 

and burial processes that Pharaohs would have gone through, as this became an important factor 

into finding out her identity.  

When a person died in Egypt, Egyptians believed strongly in the afterlife, and took many measures to 
ensure they would reach it. Mummification was believed to occur, because a person’s journey to the 

afterlife ould only exist if there was a body that the soul (ka) could repossess after death. This meant 
it became vital in finding a way to preserve the body from decomposition. Egyptians believed that 
the only way to do this was if the body was recognisable as the person who died, so as we will see, 

they went to great lengths to ensure bodies could be easily identified.  

This was such an important factor, that people, especially those of power, would build their tombs 
within their lifetime, ready for their passing. Unfortunately, poorer people could not afford the 

process of mummification or tomb building, so would have been lost souls.  

Mummification was carried out by the chief embalmer, who was a priest, wearing the mask of 

Anubis. Anubis was the god of the dead, and had the head of the jackal, so watched over the process 

of preparation after death.  



This is the step-by-step process of how mummification took place:   
 

1. Insert a hook through a hole near the nose and pull out part of the brain 
2. Make a cut on the left side of the body near the tummy 
3. Remove all internal organs 
4. Let the internal organs dry 
5. Place the lungs, intestines, stomach and liver inside canopic jars 
6. Place the heart back inside the body 
7. Rinse inside of body with wine and spices 
8. Cover the corpse with natron (salt) for 70 days 
9. After 40 days stuff the body with linen or sand to give it a more human shape 
10. After the 70 days wrap the body from head to toe in bandages 
11. Place in a sarcophagus (a type of box like a coffin) 

 

After the mummification process was complete, the pharaohs would be placed in their tombs, and 
would be surrounded by their earthly possessions and treasures. NO EXPENSE WAS SPARED.  

Here are some thing you may have found in the tomb. They never knew what you might need in the 
afterlife, so they tended to just take everything:  

1. A sarcophagus. (Tutankhamun’s death mask was made of solid gold weighing 10kg) 
2. 4 Canopic Jars – these are jars in the shape of 4 gods each guarding a vital organ – 1 for the 

lungs, 1 for the liver, 1 for the stomach and 1 for the intestines. Ironically the brain wasn’t 
thought to be important to the Egyptians so it was simply pulled out through the nose and 
discarded.  

3. Wall paintings – which would tell the individuals life story  
4. Food  
5. Clothing and jewellery and make up kits  
6. Boats and chariots 
7. Oils and ointments in luxury jars and containers made of gold, bone and other precious 

materials, encrusted with jewels.  
8. Weapons  
9. Games  
10. Pets including mummified cats and even alligators  

For example, King Tut’s tomb contained 5,398 artefacts including two thrones, six chariots, a solid 
gold burial mask, makeup bag, wig, perfume box and a coffin holding his mummy. there were also 
over 100 baskets with barley, figs, grapes, melons, and wine.  

 

And the final thing buried with them??  

There servants and loved ones.  

This is important to our mystery, because The Younger Lady, was actually found in the tomb of 
Amenhotep III, along with two other mummies, a younger boy who died at the age of about 10 
thought to be named Webensenu, and an older lady, identified as Tiye, Amenhotep II’s wife, and the 
younger lady’s mother. DnA studies all show they are linked to King Tut’s lineage. The three 
mummies were found together in a small antechamber of the tomb, lying naked, side-by-side, and 
unidentified. All three mummies had been extensively damaged by ancient tomb robbers. 

YL’s body was in a pretty bad state when it was discovered. Examination determined that she was 
5”2 and had been no older than 25, although later CT scans would suggest she was between 25-35. 



She had many postpartum wounds due to grave robbers, including her arm being ripped off, but 
they were able to determine that she had been killed by a blow to the head with most probably an 
axe. Although Another researcher suggests the wound could have been inflicted by a horse kick 
during a chariot crash. She also had wounds consistent with stab wounds. It has been determined 
that this happened before the bandaging  process (I say bandageding because there is information 
about the embalming process or lack thereof in a second), and these bits of bone were completely 
missing, not caught up in the embalming. When examining her body, the prepartum wounds seemed 
too violent for an accident, so must presume this was a deliberate attack, possibly to lay her in the 
tomb with her father.  

 

If you look at a picture of her now, her body is very broken, however the face wound that is spoken 
about above is very prominent, and believed to be her cause of death.  

 They later believe they also found her arm that had been ripped off, which had two breaks which 
may have been prepartum. One on the upper arm and one on the wrist. Her hand had been severed 
off.  (so almost like it had been grabbed and twisted behind her). They actually thought she was male 
when they first found her, due to a shaved head. She also had mild scoliosis (bending of the spine) 
although this could have happened postpartum. She wasn’t found to have any congenital 
abnormalities (birth defects) which was actually unusual due to the incest that happened. 
Tutunkhamun himself had sickle-cell disease or Marfan disease due to his mother and father being 
brother and sister. YL, dad was said to have many relations with his daughters, which was common 
at the time especially in royalty as we have spoken about before in Episode 3 A very Royal Secret.  

So I mentioned the embalming process for her above, when examining her head, there was no 
evidence of the usual embalming material which would have been inside the skull. Also her brain 
was still in her head, and hadn’t been removed which is tradition as we spoke about above.  

From what I can see – packs of linen and some resin were found in various places, but this was 
haphazardly, and certain parts of her were not packed at all. And they had not attempted what so 
ever to remove the brain. There is evidence however of hem trying to cover up the facial wound by 
packing it in, which wouldn’t have usually happened in the embalming process (so another sign she 
was murdered and possibly by whoever put her in the tomb).  

 

SO WHO WAS SHE?  

So. Here is where things get complicated. 
You thought your family had drama.  

From September 2007 to October 2009, 
royal mummies underwent detailed 
anthropological, radiological, and genetic 
studies as part of the King Tutankhamun 
Family Project. So they did a lot of DNA 
collecting and comparison on several 
mummies that were found to distinguish 
Tut’s family tree and if those mummies 
were apart of it. It was from this that the 
KV55 mummy, and the KV35YL mummy 
were the father and mother of Tut. They 
were also ale to find a strand of malaria in 4 
of the mummies tested, which was the 



same strand as King Tut’s which is widely believed today to be the thing that killed him.  

The pharaoh Akhenaten, who ruled from circa 1351 to 1334 BC, is considered one of the most 
controversial of the Egyptian pharaohs, because his attempt to radically transform traditional 
religion affected all facets of society and caused great turmoil. 

Akhenaten's eventual successor, Tutankhamun, is probably the most famous of all pharaohs, 
although his tenure was brief. He died in the ninth year of his reign, circa 1324 BC, at age 19 years. 
Little was known of Tutankhamun and his ancestry prior to Howard Carter's discovery of his intact 
tomb (KV62) in the Valley of the Kings in 1922, but his mummy and the priceless treasures buried 
with him, along with other important archaeological discoveries of the 20th century, have provided 
significant information about the boy pharaoh's life and family. 

With this study, there are still several unidentified mummies related to Tut. His mother, his potential 
wife and two potential feoutus’s and another mummy KV21B, who is related but they do not know 
how.  

Just a reminder, YL was found in her father’s tomb, not her husbands / brothers, but he was also in 
the Valley of the Kings. To confuse things more, there is evidence that suggests at one time 
Tutankhamun had been thought to be a son of Amenhotep III and his Great Royal Wife Queen Tiye. 
Instead, he has been confirmed as their grandson, child of their son and daughter. Later research 
claimed that he may have been a son of Amenhotep III, although not by Queen Tiye. Which means 
Amenhotep III would have had Tut with his daughter. (So naturally either way, her identity can be 
narrowed down to one of his 8 daughters.) However, DNA results released in February 2010 confirm 
Tutankhamun as the biological son of Akhenaten and grandson of Queen Tiye.  

So due to her being confirmed as Tut’s mother, and in turn the assumed wife of Akhenaten. The 
mummy had been tentatively identified as being that of Kiya, although this was quickly disputed as 
Akhenaten had several wives so this conjecture cannot be confirmed.  

Queen Kiya's title was "Greatly Beloved Wife of Akhenaten" so it is possible that she could have 
borne him an heir. Supporting this theory, images on the tomb wall in the tomb of Akhenaten show 
a royal fan bearer standing next to Kiya's death bed, fanning someone who may be a princess. 
Researchers also thought the figure was a wet nurse holding a baby, considered to be the boy 
king-to-be. 

 
There was a  possibility that the Young Lady was the 
 Queen Nefertiti or the Royal Wife Kiya, because no known artifacts or inscriptions 
 they are given the title of "Sister of the King" or "Daughter of the King" (Hawass, Z., Gad, Y. Z. et al. 
 2010), however, in the case of Kiya this conclusion is no longer closed and has been 
 presented a new proposal (Agustí Torres, R. 2019).   
 
The possibility that the 
 Young Lady be Sitamun, Iset or Henuttaneb (the three daughters of Amenhotep III and the queen 
 Tiye) is considered unlikely as they were Amenhotep's Great Royal Wives 
 III, and if Akhenaten had married any of them he would have taken the place of 
 Nefertiti as the chief queen of Egypt.   
 
The report concludes that the Young Lady is 
 probably Nebetah or Beketaten, the daughters of Amenhotep III who did not marry his father, 
although Amenhotep III is known to have had eight daughters with Queen Tiye and, for 



 Therefore, there would be three unidentified candidates (Hawass, Z., Gad. Y.Z. et al. 2010). 
 The three mummies, left to right: Queen Tiye (EL KV 35), the young man identified as 
 Prince Webensenu and the mummy YL KV 35. 
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